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	AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY

PHNOM PENH


MEDIA RELEASE
Australia Provides Additional Funds for Landmine Clearance in Cambodia

Australia will provide additional support for landmine clearance in Cambodia through a AUD 6.2 million contribution to Phase 2 of the Clearing for Results program. 

Clearing for Results is a multi-donor facility managed by the Cambodian Mine Action and Victim Assistance Authority with support from the United Nations Development Program.  Australia is the largest bilateral donor to this program overall. The new funding brings the total Australian financial contribution to Phases 1 and 2 of Clearing for Results to AUD 20.2 million. 
Between 2011 and 2015, Australia’s assistance will contribute to clearance and release of an additional 35 square kilometres of land contaminated by landmines and unexploded ordnance for local development priorities, such as food production.  Australian funding will also support the Cambodian Mine Action and Victim Assistance Authority to coordinate and lead mine clearance in Cambodia.  This will ensure clearance resources are focused on local development priorities and that clearance is conducted efficiently and safely.

At the 11th Meeting of the States Party to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention currently being held in Phnom Penh, Mr Peter Hooton, Head of the Australian Delegation, announced that “Australia is pleased to contribute this additional AUD 6.2 million, which continues our long term support to Cambodia’s efforts to release mine affected land for safe, productive use. Since 1994, Australia has contributed AUD 78 million to support Cambodia to clear mines from productive land; educate people about the risks of landmines; and assist landmine victims and their families.”  

Landmines and unexploded ordnance continue to be a major constraint to Cambodia’s development.    It is estimated that around 650 square kilometres of otherwise arable land remains contaminated, reducing land available for agriculture.  Around 90 per cent of Cambodia’s poorest people live in rural areas and about eighty per cent of the population relies on agriculture for their livelihood. Safe access to land without fear of injury and death from landmines is very important for long-term poverty alleviation.
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