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There has been some discussion in the press about the Railway Rehabilitation Project and Australia’s support for it.  The following statement is provided in order to bring some balance to stories about the project currently in the public domain.

Australia is working in partnership with the ADB, Royal Government of Cambodia and numerous stakeholders to restore the railway to working order as a means of bringing lasting economic and social benefits to Cambodia.  Our public statements inform the public of progress and respond to questions and criticisms about the project.  AusAID officers join ADB staff in regular monitoring of the progress of all aspects of the project, including visiting resettlement sites and talking with affected families.

The responsibility for resettling people under the terms of the project loan lies with Cambodian Government.  This project is unprecedented in its scope, scale and complexity.  The role of the development partners is to support the Government with implementation of the project and to monitor activities including compliance with a range of ADB safeguards policies including their Involuntary Resettlement Policy (1995).  In accordance with the policy, the Government develops a time-bound action plan with a budget setting out the resettlement strategy, objectives, entitlements, actions, responsibilities and arrangements for monitoring and evaluation.  The Government is responsible for implementing these Resettlement Plans at each site.
Resettlement is always a difficult and challenging process.  Problems will inevitably arise during that process, but the key is to work to resolve them.  This is what the Royal Government of Cambodia, ADB and AusAID are cooperating to do.  Whenever issues arise and are brought to our, or the ADB’s, attention, they are immediately raised with the Government.  
For example, the ADB as the lead donor has worked closely with officials to put a more responsive and effective grievance redress process in place.  A grievance register, established with project support, tells us that good progress has been made in responding to individual claims.  Work is also being undertaken to address broader community concerns.  These processes are complex and are continuing. 
In accordance with the Government’s Resettlement Plan, households resettled under the project will receive legal land title to their new plots, provided they are resident for five years. Access to land title is not something families living along the railway line currently enjoy.  People we have met at the new sites have told us that this as an excellent opportunity for their families’ futures.
The Cambodian Government has worked hard to ensure that basic services (such as water and electricity) are available at all sites.  This has been verified through site visits.  In addition to the requirements of the loan, the Government is working on options for schools, community centres and health clinics to serve the relocated communities. We recognise that this is challenging in a country where there is great need.  People who have moved have told AusAID and ADB staff that the new sites offer a safer and cleaner environment for their children, than their former homes.
In accordance with its resettlement plan, the Government is already implementing a program to restore the incomes of people who are relocating and it will be expanded through a contribution of an additional A$1million grant from the Government of Australia.  This program helps people to establish home businesses including growing vegetables and raising livestock.  The expanded income restoration program will look at options for occupational skills training, based on the needs of local industry at each site, to help people find new job opportunities. Specific activities are being developed in close consultation with eligible households and vulnerable groups, such as families headed by women.
The Australian Government, through the Australian Agency for International Development, remains committed to working with the Royal Government of Cambodia and ADB to ensure that the terms of the loan are fully met.
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